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(54) COMPRESSION DATA CONVERSION METHOD. INFORMATION QUANTITY CONVERSION METHOD FOR 
IMAGE COMPRESSION DATA, AND IMAGE RECORDER ADOPTING THE METHOD 

(57}Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To record image furthermore by reserving an idle capacity 
in a record medium even when the record medium is fuliy occupied. 
SOLUTION: Image compression data via quantization and variable length coding are 
recorded in a record medium 40 t and compression degree distribution information that 
integrates quantization coefficients at compression for each macro block is recorded in 
the record medium 40. In the case of re-compression processing, coded data in the 
record medium 40 are subject to variable length decoding and inverse quantization. 
Then the resulting data is again quantized by using a re-quantization coefficient and 
subject to variable length coding and the resulting data are returned to the record 
medium 40. The re quantization coefficient is decided at a re-compression control 
section 46 based on a relative magnitude of the quantization coefficient obtained from 
the compression degree distribution information. An idle capacity of the record medium 
is extended while keeping the entire image quality level as high as possible by deciding 
the re-quantization coefficient so that a data reduction quantity is increased as a 
macro block has a relatively smaller quantization coefficient 
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